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FULL BOARD MEETING

OF COMMUNITY BOARD 11
December 16, 2008
Taino Towers 

Crystal Room
Public Elected Speakers 

Brian Levinson, Office of Senator Jose M. Serrano – on January 15th, along with the Association of Hispanic Arts, they will be having a town hall on the role of Theater in East Harlem. Calling for the most comprehensive and cost effective solution to homelessness. Asking the Mayor to appoint an HPD commissioner who can strongly address predatory equity.  
Calvin Solomon – Office of District Attorney Robert Morgenthau – provided a handout with holiday safety tips. This time of season it is important to watch out for pick pocketing. Also wished everyone a Happy Holidays. 
Councilmember Melissa Mark-Viverito – distributed the community report. Council has reviewed the Mayor’s November plan and has a tough vote upcoming. The State fiscal situation is worse than expected and that will have some major affects on City Council as well. City Council came out very strongly against the recent hate crimes, these are occurrences that should not be happing at all, strongly condemn them. 
Jaritza Taveras – Office of Borough President Scott Stringer – 800 people attended the Borough Presidents Food Conference and a report is being worked on. There are openings for seats on the CEC4 and Neighborhood Advisory Boards. Community Board applications and renewals are also being accepted. The CB11 election held in November was not conclusive and the Borough President has stated that a new election must be held. A letter was sent and stated that now majority was reached. A majority vote is required according to the New York City Charter.  
Pre-Registered Speakers – 

Pamela Davis – Union Settlement – pre-tax preparation. Providing free tax preparation as well for individuals making up to $20,000 and families making up to $40,000. Starting January 5th eligible participants should call in for appointments.    

Jeremiah Kitteridge – Democracy Prep Charter School – the school started in 2006 and currently provides classes for students in grades 6-9. School is located in Central Harlem. Currently seeking new applicants. Acceptance is through a lottery system and deadline is April 1st. Also having a inauguration watching party on January 20th, more information to follow. 
Viola Carol – People for Pets -  homeless pet rescue in East Harlem. This district has the most homeless pets in New York City and there is not protocol to deal with this issue. Looking to acquire a lot that could be used as a sanctuary site. Seeking CB11 assistance to secure a city owned lot.   
Nitza Tufino – Taller Boricua – gave an update on their Avant Caribe Project. The plans are ready and they have been asking to meet with officials at HPD with no success. They are now asking CB11 to assist them in brokering a meeting to discuss the project.  
ULURP PUBLIC HEARING


Application No. C090145HAM
IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD):

1) pursuant to Article 16 of the General Municipal Law of New York State for:   

a) the designation of property located at 213 East 99th Street (Block 1649, Lot 9) as an Urban Development Action Area; and

b)
and Urban Development Action Area Project for such area; and 


2)
pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter for the disposition of such property to a developer selected by HPD; 

To facilitate the rehabilitation of an existing five-story building, tentatively known as P.S. 109 with approximately 74 residential units
Developers:
El Barrio Operation Fightback & ArtSpace 

The development team is looking to build 74 affordable residential units for local artists. All units are expected to be at or below 60% AMI. They require a disposition and UDAAP actions. El Barrio Operation Fightback (EBOFB) has been working in the community since 1983 as affordable housing developers. Artspace currently has 18 major projects throughout the United States primarily for artists. 

Board members wanted to know how the development team would keep the community informed throughout the development process. EBOFB stated that they would keep their community office open and anyone seeking information could visit them there. If approved the development is expected to close in June 2009, construction would start shortly after and would take about 12-18 months. 
Some board members were concerned about the condition of the school. The development team explained that this was a school that at the time the Department of Education did not want. The school was slated for demolition but was then preserved. Engineers have inspected the building and have determined that the building is in fact structurally sound. 

Questions regarding community preference and artist outreach were posed to the development team by board members. The development team stated that they were committed to providing at least a 50% community preference but that they would more than happy making this a 100% local project. They also stated that they are already meeting with local arts groups and that a panel will be selected to approve residents in the building. They are currently working with HPD to set up a process that they hope will include CB11. 
BUSINESS SESSION
1) Roll Call – Cesar Ortiz, Secretary – Quorum reached. 
2) Adoption of the Agenda – moved by C. Ortiz; seconded by I. Miranda and approved unanimously. 

3) Approval of the Board’s Minutes – moved by G. Figueroa; seconded by G.A. Johnson and approved unanimously.

4) Chair’s Report – moved by A. Rivera; seconded by F. Brija and approved unanimously.

5) District Manager’s Report – moved by I. Miranda; seconded by J. Febbraro and approved unanimously. 
6) Approval of Committee Action Items

a. By-Laws – moved by A. Rivera; seconded by H. Vives-Vazquez and approved unanimously.

b. Cultural Affairs – moved by H. Vives-Vazquez; seconded by I. Miranda and approved unanimously. 

c. Economic Development – a motion to table these items moved by M. Ortiz; seconded by H. Vives-Vazquez and approved unanimously. 
d. City Properties/Land Use – moved by A. Rivera; seconded by H. Vives-Vazquez and approved unanimously. 

e. Public Safety & Transportation – approval of the first two items moved by M. Ortiz and seconded by C. Ortiz and approved unanimously. Item dealing with building a fence on Pathmark property was tabled. Motion made by M. Ortiz and seconded by H. Vives-Vazquez. 

f. Parks & Recreation – moved by C. Ortiz; seconded by M. Garcia and approved unanimously. 

7) Approval of all other Committee Minutes – moved by M. Ortiz; seconded by A. Rivera and approved unanimously. 
8) Special Session of Nominating Committee - Chairperson Hilda Vives-Vazquez and the Nominating Committee came forward to conduct the election for Chair Person. 
Diane Collier and Daniel Perez declined to run in the election and a run-off was held between Robert Rodriguez and Matthew Washington. Roll call was taken and 46 members were marked as present. 
The roll call was taken for the election of Chair. The final tally was calculated as 27 votes for Robert Rodriguez; 18 votes for Matthew Washington. As a result, Robert Rodriguez was re-elected as Chair of Manhattan Community Board 11 for 2009. 
Marion Bell made a motion to adjourn the special session. The motion was seconded by Garry Anthony Johnson and approved unanimously. 
9) ULURP Application No. C090145HAM – R. Merino made a motion to approve the ULURP Application No. C090145HAM; with conditions that a) the development team come back to the board to disclose who their general contractor will be; b) the development team give the board an update on how local cultural partners will be utilized, and c) CB11 is able to participate in the housing lottery process.  The motion was seconded by A. Rivera  and approved (28 For; 2 Against; 2 Abstention; 1 Present-Not-Voting).
10) Treasurer’s Report - moved by M. Bell; seconded by I. Miranda and approved unanimously.  
11) Adjournment – a motion to adjourn was made by A. Rivera and seconded by H. Vives-Vazquez. The motion passed unanimously. 
