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 Environment, Open Space, & Parks Committee 
Thursday, May 7, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 
Virtual Meeting on Zoom Webinar 

 
 *** MINUTES *** 

 
Present: Diane Collier, Jessica Elliott (chair), Elsie Encarnacion, David Giordano, Connie Lee, Malik 

McCullough, Jessica Morris, Russel Shuler, Carly Wine (staff) 

 

Absent: Jada Heredia  

 

Excused: Frances Mastrota 

 
Guests:  Thomas Harnisch, NYC Parks/RIPA; Shena Raufman, NYC Parks; Ysabel Abreu, MBPO; 

Christine Johnson, Pleasant Village Community Gargen; Michael Nicholas, MBPO; Amy 
Berkov, PVCG; Derek Gaskill, Ascendant; Matt Gardella; Michelle Wiltshire-Clement, 
CB11; Bruni Johnson; Jewell Jones; Kim Yim, PVCG; Ellen Belcher; Providence Ryan; 
Cindy Worley; Denise Goodman; Diana Brownstone; R. Keitt; Edie Kantrowitz; Caitlin 
Falvey; Jonathan Cruz; Diane Pinkston; Zach Borodkin; Anna Kemeny; Magali Regis; Ellen 
Osuna 

 
1. Call to Order– Adoption of the Agenda 

 
2. Announcements 

 
Congratulations to Russell Shuler for becoming a board member! 
Congratulations to Connie Lee for becoming a public member!  

 
3. Informational updates (20 minutes) 

 
a. Randall’s Island Park Alliance 

 
Tom Harnisch reports that all events are cancelled through 6/30. The park is open with 
special attention to social distancing and mask wearing. Virtual experiences are available 
online. RIPA is currently operating a food bank, and would be interested in the board’s input 
on potential partnerships within the neighborhood. 
 
b. NYC Parks 
 



 

Shena Raufman reports that parks are open, with playgrounds, dog runs, and fitness areas 
closed at this time. Parks is helping to distribute masks at parks through the NYC Gives 
program. All construction is currently on hold, will resume with Mayor’s approval (more 
information to come on 5/15). 
 
c. Marcus Garvey Park 

 
Shena Raufman and Connie Lee report that a dead body was discovered in the park. A police 
report is being filed. Following the meeting, Connie reported that per the NYPD 25th 
precinct, Officer Lucas, the death appears to be an overdose as there was no trauma to the 
body and an autopsy is being performed. 

 
4. Presentations & Discussions 

 
a. Update by Pleasant Village Community Garden on progress with Building Healthy 

Communities ‘Increase Capacity to Grow [Food]’ grant project and request to support 
the halting of development on HPD property (10 minutes) 
 

i. Christine Johnson, Pleasant Village Community Garden 
 

Pleasant Village Community Garden is requesting a letter of support to protect the 
HPD-owned portion of the lot being used by the garden from development into 
affordable housing. The HPD lot is located at 505 E. 118th St. and a RFP was issued 
in 2014. This was reviewed by the Executive committee as part of the “East 
Harlem Cluster” and was presented as “Las Raices” in October 2019. The lot 
designated to PVCG through the Green Thumb preservation is not to be touched. 
PVCG was founded in 1982, hosts free events and community engagement 
including food donations, neighborhood composting, and raising chickens. They 
have received a $10k grant from Building Healthy Communities through the 
Mayor’s office  to address inequities and improve community health outcomes by  
increasing access to nutritious and affordable food. PVCG says that they have 
been using the HPD lot for native plant fields and chicken coops for the past 
decade, and would lose sunlight to keep up their garden production with the loss 
of the land to development. The conversation is to be continued in collaboration 
with the LLUP committee.  
 

b. Presentation by 5G Wakeup Call and request to endorse letter to East Harlem residents 
to deny installment of 5G wireless cell towers until deemed safe by independent 
scientific and legislative investigations (10 minutes) 
 

i. Stephanie Low, 5G Wakeup Call 
ii. Doug Wood, Grassroots Environmental Education 

 
Grassroots Environmental Education was founded in 2000, has received 
recognition from the EPA, and with the 5G Wakeup Call group is requesting a 
letter of support for the NY assembly and House legislation (A8637) calling for a 
commission to be put together, halting additional 5G infrastructure development 
until further study is done pertaining to the health risks of 5G. The current FCC 
human exposure limits are from 1996, and have no input from medical 
professionals. Early research shows possible cancerous and developmental 
concerns, in addition to the effects on those sensitive to these technologies. 



 

Landlords and tenant associations in NYC are being approached by contractors to 
be paid to place technology on their roofs, leading to a reselling of that roof space 
to other companies. There was input from the committee in regards to 
possibilities to include this infrastructure underground with the 2nd avenue 
subway, opportunities to recover state funding for government run fiber optics 
over privatization, and how to achieve equitable internet provision while this 
technology is heavily relied upon during the COVID-19 crisis. The committee 
would like to engage the Housing and Health and Human Services committees in 
responding to this request. 
 

c. Committee discussion regarding the FY 2021 Executive Budget (10 minutes) 
 

COVID-19 budget cuts released 4/16, with 15 of the items pertaining to the EOSP 
committee. Funds are uncertain, but the committee and board will review and revisit at the 
next meeting. 
 

5. New Business 
 

a. Introduction to East 125th Street Corridor Visioning by Jessica Morris (5 minutes) 
 

Jessica Morris described the initiative to address the cumulative efforts of multiple 
pieces in motion across committees and public/private investment. There is an 
opportunity to provide a framework for the environment in our neighborhood. A land 
use summary is being created by George, and Connie Lee will also provide a previous 
study to supplement this effort as it moves forward with multiple committees. 
  

b. Thomas Jefferson Park clean-up request from community member 
Carly to forward request to Parks department to address. 

 
6. Old Business 

 
a. Update on Letter of Inquiry to NYC Parks regarding “Richard Toussaint Park” Letter of 

Support from April 2018 
 

Jessica Elliott updated the committee that the motion did not pass at Executive. Instead, 
a formal letter of inquiry has been sent to Parks in order to understand the timeline and 
any barriers to achieving the naming of the park and pathway as previously supported 
by the board in 2018. Steve Simon will be following up. 
 

b. Update from Malik McCullough 
 
Malik raised $7k to provide 1,206 meals to essential workers, focusing on those working 
behind the scenes at hospitals. Way to go, Malik! 
 

c. Update from Jessica Morris on the DOT - Open Streets initiative with the Public Safety 
and Transportation committee 

 
In conversation with NYC Parks, it was determined that 114th St would be a good street 
to consider. More information to be shared with the committee to discuss further. 
 

7. Adjournment 


