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 Environment, Open Space, & Parks Committee 
Thursday, June 4, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 
Virtual Meeting on Zoom Webinar 

 
 *** MINUTES *** 

 
Present: Connie Lee, Jessica Morris, Malik McCullough, David Giordano, Elsie Encarnacion, Russel 

Shuler, Jessica Elliott (Chair), Diane Collier, Carly Wine (staff) 
 
Absent:  Jada Heredia 
 
Excused: Frances Mastrota 
 
Guests:   David Salerno, RIPA; Jenn Meyer, CB11; Xavier Santiago, CB11; Shena Kaufman, NYC 

Parks; Jennifer Ratner, Friends of the East River Esplanade; John Green, CB11; Deborah 
Quinones, Friends of Art Park; Oba Battle; Reverend Michelle Wiltshire-Clements, CB11; 
Denise Goodman; Alejandra Vargas 

 
 

1. Call to Order– Adoption of the Agenda 
 

2. Informational updates (20 minutes) 
 

a. Randall’s Island Park Alliance 
Dave Solerno reports that there are no permits being issued, but the park is still open with social 
distancing. Food service is reopening, specifically at Ward’s Island. Urban Farm is still closed but 
is operating and delivering food to various organizations. Amy Bowden is retiring at the end of 
June, to be replaced by Deborah Mar. 
  

b. NYC Parks 
Shena Raufman reports that all playgrounds are still closed. Parks are still open. They are looking 
for sites to place misters. Construction has not yet restarted, will restart in a few weeks at all 
locations. Ambassadors are still handing out masks. Tennis courts may be next to open, but 
handball courts, basketball courts, playgrounds, etc. have yet to be considered for reopening. 
Friends of Art Park reports not being able to be consistently open or closed, needs maintenance 
for plants, and would like to open a dialogue with EOSP. NYC Parks to verify any issues with 
opening and to send horticulture team to check on plants.  
 

c. Marcus Garvey Park 
Connie Lee reports that the renovation of the drummers circle was completed today and is very 
impressive, thanks to commissioner CAs. Drummers participate around 3pm-8pm.  



 

 
d. Friends of the East River Esplanade  

Jennifer Ratner reports that the esplanade has been very heavily used. Bait station was trying to 
have an event, but it has been postponed due to social distancing requirements, but it has been 
continued to be used by the fisherman. The state of the esplanade is still in disrepair in a lot of 
places and it is inequitable that our neighborhood’s access is not equal to the rest of the city. 
Potentially an opportunity to consider a section of the FDR as an open street for bicyclists. 
Jennifer invites us to the June 15th meeting with Friends of the Esplanade. 

 
3. Presentations & Discussions 

 
a. Update on Letter of Inquiry to NYC Parks regarding “Richard Toussaint Park” Letter of 

Support from April 2018 (10 minutes) 
 

i. Steve Simon, NYC Parks 
Steve was unable to be in attendance, and we have not yet received a response to our request 
for information sent on April 29th. We have asked NYC Parks to provide a response by 
Executive. 
 

b. Committee discussion regarding the Vision 2020: Comprehensive Waterfront Plan 
DCP representatives were also unable to be in attendance, so the committee reviewed the 
aspects of the plan that respond to the issues in our neighborhood. We ask that the committee 
continue to review the plan individually and send questions to Jessica Elliott and Carly by the 
end of the month. We will compile questions to send to DCP and continue the conversation over 
the summer. Please refer to Vision 2020 pages 117-119, and Chapter 3 goal 1, page 12. Jennifer 
Ratner mentioned that the procurement process takes so long that it requires advocacy and 
private investment in order to push it forward. There is potentially an option to let another city 
agency take control (like EDC) to move a little more quickly, although funding has already been 
allocated to Parks. 
 
 

4. New Business 
 

a. Committee discussion regarding NYC Open Streets 
Jessica Morris reports that PS&T had both organizations attend and report back on their 
operations as an Open Street, and that while it is a great initiative, it is a deep commitment. 
David mentions that he operates a play street and is concerned about liability; the City is 
assuming liability. Diane mentions that we still need more representation in the northern area 
of our neighborhood. Malik asks about the ability to consider Lexington between 129-131st.  
 

5. Old Business 
 

a. Follow up on May Committee requests and ongoing cross-committee collaboration 
EOSP committee is in communication with Housing and Health & Human Services regarding the 
5G Wake Up Call request for support for their letter. Our elected officials have decided not to 
respond to the topic. Our committee’s position is to not issue a letter of support at this time. 
EOSP committee is also in communication with Housing and LLUP regarding the PVCG request 
for a letter of support. With the implications of the East Harlem Rezoning Plan and the few city 
owned lots slated for 100% affordable housing, Our committee’s position is to not issue a letter 
of support in the future, and to allow the conversations to continue through LLUP. 
 



 

6. Announcements 
 

a. Urban Design Forum event “Turning the Heat” on June 11, 2020 9-10 AM: exploring 
public health risks posed by extreme heat in NYC neighborhoods 

Given East Harlem’s higher rates of heat due to lack of green space and its effects on the 
wellbeing and health of our residents, the committee may be interested in attending. 

 
b. Census 2020 

This committee recommends that the Census be discussed further in Executive. We discussed 
our community’s low response rate and the potential opportunity for the community board to 
do robocalls and additional outreach through discretionary funding to raise response rates. 
Diane mentions that there are CBO’s that have received funding to assist with the census and 
that we can partner with them as well.  

 
7. Adjournment 


