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      Youth & Education Committee 
Tuesday, May 12, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

Held via video conference 
 

 *** MINUTES *** 
 

Present: David Giordano, Jada Heredia, John Green, Malik McCullough, Isaac Scott, Jason 
Villanueva, Yolanda Brown, Jason Wu, Angel Mescain Carly Wine (staff), and Jason Wu  

 
Absent: none 
 
Excused: none  
 
Guests: David Pretto, Sandino Sanchez, Natasha Rodriguez,  
 

1. Call to Order– Adoption of the Agenda 
 
A motion to adopt the agenda was made by Malik McCullough and seconded by John Green at 
approximately 6:3??pm.   
 

2. Presentations & Discussions 
 

a. DOE D4 David Pretto, Deputy Superintendent D4 DOE:  
 
Mr. Pretto gave an in-depth, informative presentation and update regarding current 
state as related to distant remote learning challenges, successes as well as plans for 
moving forward during the COVID-19 crisis.  

 
Mr. Pretto, presentation included potential impact of COVID 19 and D4 DOE response in 
having to move to remote learning. He started by mentioning concerns to the projected 
devastating cuts to DOE & SYEP and much other needed programs and educational 
services, He informed the committee of another truly valuable initiative/program like 
SYEP: “My Brother’s Keeper” a Youth, Peer Fellow-mentoring program that was totally 
cut, however, through advocacy the Funding was reinstated. And so he is hoping the 
cuts may not be as bad.   

 
In addressing the COVID-19 impact on students and learning, he mentioned that DOE D4 
is trying to be flexible with students and families while trying to make accommodations 
in meeting and supporting where students are aware and facing their own challenges 
trying to support their children. They (DOE) are aware of all the different challenges as it 
relates to the different learning styles of youth, challenges of parents in role of 



 
educators and trying to address and support students and families in the distant 
learning process. He stated that Remote/virtual learning currently consists in a 
combination of both live teacher student interaction and use of recorded educational 
programming/activities – Sharing experiences of what’s working with a school and/or a 
teacher and sharing that information with other schools and teachers to also use in 
support of the remote  learning process.   

 
Mr. Sanchez mentioned the importance in recognizing this period as a disruption in 
learning process and development and even a traumatic experience for many youth; 
and how important it has been to utilizing the PC- Parent Coordinators in the school to 
play a vital role in maintaining contact with families in order to support them, their 
family needs also addressing youth through Social Emotional learning activities with 
daily check such as with the Mood Meet to take the pulse of the youth.   

 
He also talked about the different Technology challenges in getting devices to families, 
identifying families who need, getting them to complete application and everyone who 
completed is receiving. Understands there still work to be done as it relates to 
technology issues and addressing all other barriers as well: Internet issues/connection 
issues etc.  He discussed issues related to the Chancellor’s new grading policy, and 
admissions process to schools – Who gets in, who gets left out/ who passes, who 
doesn’t who gets left back. Still to new to know the impact.  Members raised some 
concerns that ACS maybe be using attendance/absenteeism to remove kids. He 
mentioned he heard of some case of ACS but was not aware of any directly nor was DOE 
supporting. In closing, the Chair mentioned that the committee and board looks forward 
to working with him as we continue to work together to address the needs of students 
and families and develop solutions to these challenges of the COVID 19 impact on 
students and families.  Chair also mentioned that this the time the committee requests 
the D4 Capital projects and requests from principals so that we can help support these 
capital needs and projects through our Budget process.   

 
b. Sandino Sanchez, Director Workforce Development-The Children’s Aid Society-- 

  
Mr. Sanchez too gave an in-depth informative presentation and discussion as it related 
to Workforce Development, more specifically SYEP. He started by providing an historical 
perspective of the value and positive impact the SYEP program has had on communities 
of poverty and color since 1963 in supporting youth by giving them a working 
experience while also attempting to address issues of poverty.   He mentioned, that 
since 1963 SYEP as a social response to the times in trying to create opportunity and 
equity for families and youth living in poverty, the Summer Youth Employment Program 
supported families with financial assistance while providing work experience to youth. 

 
Mr. Sanchez informed the committee that currently, the entire SYEP program serving 
75,000 youth has been cut from the city budget. Mr. Sanchez stated that without 
warning, the agency was contacted by funders/DYCD and informed that they SYEP was 
cut for the upcoming year (summer) and told to cease services immediately. Mr. 
Sanchez spoke about the impact of the cuts on youth and to agencies. To so many youth 
and their families, the Financial support is critical to youth and families living in poverty 
as it provides to families much needed financial support such as youth being able to 
purchase clothing for themselves for the upcoming school year, purchasing school 
materials and supplies and simply helping the family pay bills while putting some money 
in the pockets of youth. Youth can earn anywhere from $700 dollar as stipends for 
younger (14 & 15 Years old) to $3,000 for 16 and up. Mr. Sanchez also explained that 



 
there are many rewards for youth such as teaching and learning employable job skills, 
learning trades, money management,  and learning so many life skills which can support 
their career goals as while as increasing and supporting education opportunities.  

 
Mr. Sanchez expressed that Impact will be devasting to youth beyond those receiving 
SYEP placement because SYEP workers also support other youth programming by 
working in Summer Day Camps, Play-Streets, internships and other placements. Mr. 
Sanchez fears these cuts in addition would create real concerns as the 75,000 youth out 
of work will really impact 200,000 who would be roaming the communalities throughout 
the city without supervision because of the additional cuts to DYCD summer camps and 
programs who also wont have a place to be other than the streets.  

 
Mr. Sanchez did communicate that there are ongoing discussions with City, DYCD and 
private funders to still impellent a possible smaller scale and virtual remote work. 
placement, internship and even training opportunities for youth to earn some money 
while also learning employable job skills. Committee Members also suggested 
opportunities for the private sector to support the program and opportunities for youth. 
He stated that they were already preparing to offer virtual education training 
opportunities for youth prior to COVID-19 impacting our planned routine. We also 
discussed the upcoming city budget hearing and Children’s Aid will be having youth who 
benefited from the program testify as to the positive impact and experience. Moving 
from Mr. Sanchez’s presentation to the committee’s proposed resolution to oppose the 
funding cuts and restore funding.  

 
3. New Business 

 
a. Malik McCollough raised issues regarding over policing of youth in East Harlem and is 

concerned upon the impact on youth and the community at large., This also raised 
concern for several committee members and wanted to know how to best address 
these concerns as a board member when it overlaps into different committees. 
Members felt this was an issue for us to monitor and become more actively involved in 
moving forward. Many of these issues are being addressed in other committees and 
members are welcomed to attend those meeting as well and contribute and bring back 
to this committee update. It was also suggested that it is important for members to read 
the comm9ittee reports of other committees so that they are informed and can then 
best make decisions they feel are in the best interest of the community.    

 
4. Old Business 

 
a. Resolution Opposing the City & DYCD cuts to funding the SYEP program.   

 
In closing Mr. Sanchez’s presentation on SYEP, we transitioned right into our proposed 
resolution opposing the proposed cuts in funding for the SYEP program and to restore 
such funding. Committee had a little further discussion in support of reinstating funding.  
 
Jason Wu made a motion to support the motion opposing the funding cuts to the 
DYCD Second by Malik McCollough. Motioned Passed with David L. Giordano 
present/not voting.  
 

5. Announcements 
 



 
a. Malik McCullough informed committee of the he has raised over seven thousand dollars 

to provide food and meals for first responders- We command Makil for his work in 
serving the community and addressing the needs of those who sometimes needs most.   

 
b. Rasheeda Harris provided information upcoming city budget hearings and informed 

committee of her work with parents and work with AQENY    
  
c. Xavier Santiago- mentioned that there was still interest of members and community 

partners to follow up with Youth Symposium, which was scheduled for this weekend.  
Members agreed- Mr. Santiago will follow-up with other members   
 

6. Adjournment 
 
The motion to adjourn was made by Reverend Brown, second by Malik McCollough  


