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OBJECTIVE 1: Ensure public open space meets the needs 
of existing residents and keeps pace with an increasing 
population.

Recommendation 1.1 
Strategically preserve and create open space that strives for 2.5 acres/1,000 residents for existing and 
future East Harlem residents.

Recommendation 1.2
As density increases, ensure that open space is created with new developments as part of zoning special 
district. Work with developers to create a CBA that funds a program to train and hire East Harlem 
residents for maintenance and stewardship of these open spaces. Linkage to Zoning subgroup rec 3.6. 

Recommendation 1.3 
Ensure open space maintenance and staffing is proportional to the number of people using the space, 
especially during peak season. Increase staffing during the summer season. 

Recommendation 1.4 
Conduct needs assessment for comfort stations, rec centers, and ballfields in East Harlem.

Recommendation 1.5
Build a comfort station at Harlem River Park. 
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OBJECTIVE 2: Levarage City-owned sites and public affordable 
housing development resources to create enough park space 
to accommodate existing and future East Harlem residents.

Recommendation 2.1 
Seek opportunities on City-owned land for open space creation. With increased density comes the likelihood 
that land values will rise, leaving agencies unable to afford private property for new parkland.

Recommendation 2.2
Conduct a feasibility study of the potential for ferry access along entire East River waterfront, with Pier 107 
as a potential access point.

Recommendation 2.3
Restore Pier 107 as a public open space.

Recommendation 2.4
Conduct a study of where streetends can be developed to add more open space to the East Harlem 
community. Areas of consideration can include 117th, 118th, and 119th Streets and the small streets around 
Thomas Jefferson Park.  
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OBJECTIVE 2: Levarage City-owned sites and public affordable 
housing development resources to create enough park space 
to accommodate existing and future East Harlem residents.

Recommendation 2.5
Open more school playgrounds during off-hours for community recreation.   

Recommendation 2.6
Leverage city and private sector programs and resources to support open s pace development: 
Neighborhood Plaza Program, Green Thumb Garden Coalitions Initiative. 
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OBJECTIVE 3: Integrate stormwater management strategies 
through open space design to better prepare East Harlem for 
threats from climate change.

Recommendation 3.1 
Require developers to manage 1” of stormwater runoff from all impervious surface area on their site.

Recommendation 3.2
Ensure all Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Tributary Areas that overlap with the boundaries of CD11 
become Priority CSO Tributary Areas for DEP in FY17.

Recommendation 3.3 
As part of a Priority CSO Tributary Area, DEP should Identify and study existing underground streambeds 
along East Harlem streets and through large properties working with other agencies like NYCHA to 
prioritize green infrastructure at these locations. 

Recommendation 3.4
Take a comprehensive planning approach to waterfront resiliency, identifying overlapping benefits to the 
public from flood and storm surge protection by creating green/natural buffers along the water’s edge in 
East Harlem. 


