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Environment, Open Space, & Parks Committee 

Thursday, October 13, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 
Board Office 

 
***MINUTES*** 

 
Informal Public Meeting without Quorum 

 
Present: David Giordano, Frances Mastrota, Jacqueline Nelson, Russell Shuler, Marie 

Winfield 
 
Excused: Brodie Enoch, James Garcia  
 
Absent: Alvin Johnson*, Peggy Morales, Chandra Smith 
 
Guests: Debbie Quinones, Vice Chair, Community Board 11; Jesse Gubert, Randall’s 

Island Park Alliance (RIPA); Renee Keitt, Chenchita’s Garden; Ann-Gel 
Palermo, East Harlem Communities Active in Disasters (EHCOAD), East 
Harlem Emergency Preparedness Collaborative (EHEPC); Carol Johnson, CERT 
11, EHCOAD; Chantal Gailloux; Chrstine Johnson, Pleasant Village Community 
Garden; Aziz Deakan, New York City Community Gardens Coalition 
(NYCCGC); Jordan Baltimore, New York Empire Baseball; Gilbert Rawlins; 
Bill LoSasso, Green Thumb; Kenny Williams, Green Thumb; Robin E. Dickens, 
NYCCGC, Harlem Mandela Garden 

 
*Committee member informed committee leadership that he would not be 
serving on the committee on September 1, 2016. Committee leadership informed 
by staff that A. Johnson was removed from committee roster on October 14, 
2016.  

 
1. Call to Order- Adoption of the Agenda 

 
Chair Frances Mastrota called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. The committee did not have 
quorum and proceeded for informational purposes for the benefit of the public in attendance.  
 

2. Announcements 
 

a. Marx Brothers Playground (located on 96th Street between 1st and 2nd Avenues) will be 
reconstructed during the Educational Construction Fund project for Co-Op Tech High 
School. The public is invited to share their ideas on the kids of playground they need and 
envision. Monday, October 25, 2016 6:30-8:30pm. Co-Op Tech High School, 321 East 
96th Street. For more information, email Elizabeth.ernish@parks.nyc.gov or call (212) 
360-3463. 

 

 
    
Diane Collier 
Chair 
 

Angel D. Mescain 
District Manager 
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b. Tom’s Dog Run at Thomas Jefferson Park (111th -111th Street on 1st Avenue) and White 
Park at East 106th Street, between 3rd and Lexington Avenues are both holding It’s My 
Park events on Saturday, October 15th.  

c. Run the River 5K Race Event will take place at Icahn Stadium, Randall’s Island. To 
register visit: vtr16.eventbrite.com. Fort other public programs, please visit 
randallsisland.org.  

d. The 6th Annual Black Farmers and Urban Gardeners Conference will take place in 
Harlem from Nov. 4-6th. Visit blackurbangrowers.org for more information.   

 
Committee members received information packets referencing the below agenda items (see 
packet).  
 
While waiting for quorum, the Chair reviewed the NYC Parks Department list of capital 
projects for FY18 budget in Community District 11 that need funding (see attached). At 
6:20pm, the committee did not have quorum and agreed to proceed with the stated agenda.  
 
Motion to adopt the agenda by J. Nelson, seconded by R. Schuler. Unanimous 
agreement.  

 
3. Presentations & Discussions 

 
a. Informational presentation on the work of the East Harlem Emergency Preparedness 

Collaborative (EHEPC) and the East Harlem Communities Active in Disasters (EH 
COAD); Ann-Gel Palermo, EHEPC and EH COAD 

 
The goal of the presentation was to give an overview and information about an 
emergency preparation plan that COAD would coordinate in response to a neighborhood 
public health emergency. They hope to engage neighborhood organizations to help them 
do outreach block-by-block to prepare residents and provide contacts for necessary help 
during an emergency. COAD is asking that we consider adding language on emergency 
preparedness and support of their goals to our Statement of District Needs.  

 
Marie Winfield suggested working with Debbie Quinones (Health Committee) and the 
District Manager to add the necessary language to be considered by the Full Board. (see 
packet).  

 
b. Informational presentation on GreenThumb’s gardens and programs in East Harlem; Bill 

LoSasso, Director, GreenThumb and Kenneth Williams, Manhattan Outreach 
Coordinator 

 
Kenneth Williams gave an overview of Green Thumb’s existing programming for East 
Harlem’s 38 public community gardens and upcoming plans. He noted the recent 
September Harvest Fair at Diamate Garden, with the 2nd annual Fresh Chef competition 
and the first award for community engagement, which went to East Harlem’s own 
Chenchita’s garden. There will be a Manhattan gardens meet-and-greet in Spring 2017 
for all 150 Manhattan gardens. Green Thumb organizes a Youth Leadership Council, 
which included 125 high school volunteers from all over the city. Spring material supply 
giveaways took place at Chenchita’s garden and they are scheduled to do a winter supply 
giveaway soon.  

 



 

E A S T  H A R L E M  *  H A R L E M  *  E L  B A R R I O  *  S P A N I S H  H A R L E M  *  R A N D A L L ’ S  &  W A R D ’ S  I S L A N D  

For East 111th Street development, Bill will be meeting with HPD in a week’s time. 
Green Thumb is developing the scoring rubric for development proposal with regard to 
meeting the expressed needs of the gardens on site. They will be finalizing the scoring 
rubric at the meeting and will have a better idea about the process and development 
schedule after the meeting. He will give an update to the Community Board after the 
meeting. 

 
For the lots slated for development at Pleasant Village garden, Bill does not have a 
timeline for development but stated that it would not be this fall or this winter. He stated 
that Green Thumb’s current agreement with HPD is that when the garden season has 
begun, there will be no relocation during that time. Chantal Gailloux, PhD candidate, 
stated that she had researched into the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) on those lots and 
stated that the RFQ’s initial phase was completed and has entered a Phase 2. She was 
unable to obtain information about the qualified developers.  

 
Bill reported back to the Board about an administrative error with previous Parks Equity 
funding but that the Speaker’s office had rectified this issue by allocated funding through 
current funding for Diamante Garden. Previous Parks Equity funding was allocated to the 
East 111/112th Street gardens.  

 
Christine Johnson and Aziz Deakan both expressed concerns about Green Thumb’s level 
of commitment to protecting our gardens, the interconnectedness to the environmental 
crisis, and creating new gardens compared with creating programming for existing 
gardens. Bill stated that Green Thumb is 1000% committed in trying to support advocacy 
and to grow the garden movement but also seeks feedback in meeting those goals. He 
also stated that several new gardens were created this year. Marie Winfield also offered 
comment that both community boards and advocacy groups can look at environmental 
review of land use projects and the land use review process (ULURP) as a possibility for 
advocacy and new community gardens as suggestions to mitigate environmental impact, 
especially when related to open space.  

 
Empire Baseball representative Jordan Baltimore asked if there would be any further 
discussion on the East 111th Street baseball field and highlighted the importance of that 
field and all ballfield space in the city. Marie Winfield noted that previously HPD had 
represented to the Board that the little leagues that use the field had been contacted, 
which was contradicted at other CB11 meeting earlier this year. The committee advised 
follow-up with the Land Use committee and the CB11 District Manager for the 
appropriate contact at HPD to obtain a better understanding about provisions for the 
baseball teams that use the East 111th street ball field.  

 
Green Thumb indicated their capital (fencing, on-site water accesss, sidewalks and 
vehicles) and expense needs (outreach and operational needs, funding for workshops, and 
funding for soil, lumber and other materials) for the committee’s consideration.  

 
c. Committee discussion of FY18 Budget Priorities and Statement of District Needs. 

 
After discussion about further requests, the committee agreed to present two additional 
requests to the Full Board: under capital, a request to renovate the multipurpose play area 
at Poor Richard’s Playground at IS 117, East 109th Street between 2nd and 3rd Avenues; 
under expense, a request to cover funding for the 6 Playground Associates in various East 
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Harlem playgrounds paid for by the MTA that will expire when the MTA leaves the 
Second Avenue Subway staging site.   

 
4. Informational Updates 

 
The Chair thanked Debbie Quinones for her work in attaining a street naming for our 
beloved Marie Dickson, long-term member of CB11 who resided at Franklin Plaza.  

 
5. Continuing Business 

 
a. Report on community gardens and CPI parks sites 

 
Abe Lincoln Park will be the newest Community Parks Initiative site in East Harlem, 
joining Playground 103, Cherry Tree Park, White Playground, Poor Richard’s 
Playground, Mae Grant and James Weldon Johnson. A community visioning session is to 
be scheduled soon. Thirty-seven Green Thumb community gardens (exception was West 
124th Street) were visited at least one time this summer, as well as many visits to the East 
107th Street Pier and the East and Harlem River Esplanade.  
 

b. Budget Priorities discussion (discussed during earlier agenda item)  
 

c. Environmental reviews 
 

There was a short discussion on the Draft Scope of Work for the Generic Environmental 
Impact Statement for the East 126th Street African Burial Ground/Bus Depot 
development project. It was noted that the Land Use committee included a statement 
about alternative scenarios with the memorial site as mapped parkland. No further action 
was taken due to lack of quorum.  
 
In reference to possible future advocacy for a parkland memorial site and the membership 
of the current Parks committee, Chair F. Mastrota acknowledged that the CB11 By-Laws 
reflect the fact that the Board Chair may appoint Board members to serve on committees. 
However, Chair Mastrota stated that this was done this year without consultation with the 
committee chairs or the appointees. The Chair made a firm commitment to bring her 
dissatisfaction with this process before the Executive Committee.  

 
d. Policy Update (none) 

 
6. New Business 

 
None due to lack of quorum.  

 
7. Adjournment 

 
Motion to adjourn the informal meeting at 8:18pm by R. Schuler, seconded by D. 
Giordano. Unanimous agreement.  

 
Minutes prepared by F. Mastrota, M. Winfield  

 
 

























Add to Calendar

Location

The Arsenal in Central Park
(/parks/M010) 
830 Fifth Avenue
Manhattan
Directions to this location
(//maps.google.com/maps?

q=loc:40.76760101318400000,-73.97129821777300000&t=m&daddr=40.76760101318400000,-73.97129821777300000%20(The%20Arsenal))

Location Details: 
Third floor 

Cost
Free  

Event Organizer
Art & Antiquities

Contact Number
(212) 360-8163

Contact Email
artandantiquities@parks.nyc.gov
(mailto:%61%72%74%61%6e%64%61%6e%74%69%71%75%69%74%69%65%73%40%70%61%72%6b%73%2e%6e%79%63%2e%67%6f%76)

Related Links
Art in the Parks: UNIQLO Park Expressions Grant
(https://www.nycgovparks.org/art-and-antiquities/resources-for-
artists/uniqlo-expressions-grant)
NYC Parks Art & Antiquities (http://www.nyc.gov/parks/art)

Categories
Art (/events/c11)

Additional Media

Art in the Parks: UNIQLO Park Expressions Grant Information Session - Manhattan
Thursday, October 20, 2016
6:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m.

The Art in the Parks: UNIQLO Park Expressions Grant (/art-and-antiquities/resources-for-artists/uniqlo-expressions-grant) will support the
creation of artworks by New York City-based emerging artists for 10 designated properties. The parks are highly visible, but underserved
by cultural programming. The UNIQLO grant program will transform these locations into art destinations through a series of rotating
exhibitions. 

Information sessions will be held in all five boroughs. Informaiton sessions will provide background on the grant and directions on how to
apply. 

Please RSVP to artandantiquities@parks.nyc.gov (mailto:artandantiquities@parks.nyc.gov) with your name and which information session
you plan to attend. 

Map data ©2016 Google

(https://maps.google.com/maps?

ll=40.767601,-73.971298&z=15&t=m&hl=en-

US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3)
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Location Details
Review the location details and requirements.

Location Details and Requirements (/art-and-antiquities/resources-for-artists/uniqlo-expressions-grant/locations)

Art in the Parks: UNIQLO Park Expressions Grant
Deadline: November 13, 2016 
Installation: Spring 2017 

The Art in the Parks: UNIQLO Park Expressions Grant will support the creation of artworks by New York City-based emerging
artists for 10 designated parks. The parks are highly visible, but underserved by cultural programming. The UNIQLO grant
program will transform these locations into art destinations through a series of rotating exhibitions.

Grants will be issued to 10 emerging artists with the most compelling public art proposals. Generously funded by UNIQLO,
each grantee will receive an award of $10,000 to create their proposed artwork. 

Locations

Installations will be presented in the following parks:

Bronx: Joyce Kilmer Park and Virginia Park
Brooklyn: Fort Greene Park and Herbert Von King Park
Manhattan: Seward Park and Thomas Jefferson Park
Queens: Flushing Meadows Corona Park and Rufus King Park
Staten Island: Faber Park and Tappen Park

Artists are strongly encouraged to visit the parks before submitting a proposal. Proposals will be judged according to artistic
and creative merit, response to the surrounding community, and suitability to the site. Priority will be given to proposals that
respond directly to the park and its neighborhood. 

Application Requirements and Guidelines
October 2016: Grant information sessions. Please visit our Art in the Parks: UNIQLO Park Expressions Grant events page
(/events/art-in-the-parks-UNIQLO-park-expressions-grant) to view the schedule of upcoming grant information sessions.  
November 13, 2016: Proposal deadline 
January 2017: Award recipients announced 
Spring – Summer 2017: Artworks installed in parks 

Artists may submit proposals for more than one park, but no more than one proposal per site. If an artist submits proposals

NYC Parks
Official Website of the New York City Department of Parks & Recreation
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Artists may submit proposals for more than one park, but no more than one proposal per site. If an artist submits proposals
for more than one park, the proposals must be site specific and cannot be identical. Artists are eligible to receive only one
commission through the Art in the Parks: UNIQLO Park Expressions Grant program.

Grant recipients will be selected through an open application process and will be chosen by a committee of art professionals
from the five boroughs, as well as NYC Parks and UNIQLO USA representatives. 

Eligibility
This award is open to New York City-based emerging artists only—artists who have specialized training in their field (not
necessarily gained in an academic institution), who are at an early stage in their career, and who have created a modest
independent body of work.

Artists who are enrolled in a school, college or university are not eligible for the Art in the Parks: UNIQLO Park Expressions
Grant.

Proposals for previously exhibited sculptures will not be accepted.

Application Procedure
Proposals must be submitted as a single PDF and include:

Resume with current contact information
One-page statement describing artist’s work in general
Proposed sculpture 
- detailed description of no more than two written pages 
- representative renderings or images of proposed artwork 
- list of materials, dimensions, and weight 
- installation recommendations 
- maintenance recommendations 
- proposed budget 
- list of proposed supplemental programs or events
Names and contact information of two references who are familiar with artist
Five to six images of previous work; each image should be labeled and succinctly described

All materials must be received by November 13, 2016. Proposals should be emailed to NYC Parks Art & Antiquities at:
artandantiquities@parks.nyc.gov (mailto:artandantiquities@parks.nyc.gov) with “UNIQLO Grant-Park Name” in the subject
line. 

Award Details
Chosen recipients will be granted an award of $10,000 each. Artworks will be on view for up to one year.  

Grant recipients will be responsible for the installation and removal of the artwork, and cover fabrication, labor, supervision,
insurance, and maintenance of the artwork throughout the exhibition. At the end of the grant term, the artist is responsible for
returning the park to its original condition. NYC Parks will assist the awarded artists with logistics such as permitting and site
specifications. The artists will be responsible for engineering documents if necessary.

Grantees are encouraged to procure in-kind donations or additional funding if exhibition costs exceed the grant amount.
Artists should strongly consider supplemental programming to activate the artwork and park throughout the exhibition. Artists
are encouraged to research partnership opportunities with community and cultural organizations. 

Program Background
NYC Parks’ Art in the Parks program has consistently fostered the creation and installation of temporary public art in parks
throughout the five boroughs. Since 1967, NYC Parks has collaborated with artists and arts organizations to produce over
one thousand public artworks in New York City parks. For more information about the program, please visit our Arts in the
Parks (/art-and-antiquities) page. 

UNIQLO offers innovative, high-quality clothing that is universal in design and comfort. Since introducing the UNIQLO brand
in the U.S. and opening the very first global flagship store in SoHo 10 years ago, the company has embraced neighborhoods
and local communities as showplaces for creativity. Partnering with NYC Parks and supporting local New York City artists is a
natural extension of the company culture of contributing to local communities and celebrating artists and self expression.

mailto:artandantiquities@parks.nyc.gov
https://www.nycgovparks.org/art-and-antiquities



