
Proposed Expansion of the Sportime Tennis Center
at Randall’s Island
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SPORTIME TENNIS CENTER AT RANDALL’S ISLAND 
• After being awarded the tennis concession on Randall’s Island through a RFP in 2004, Sportime 

operated an existing facility on Randall’s Island while planning and subsequently constructing a new, 
state-of-the-art facility.

• The new facility, which opened in July 2009, features 20 tennis courts and related amenities for the 
public, including Sportime members, non-members, NYC Parks Permit Holders and school and CBO-
based program participants.

• In constructing the Tennis Center, Sportime raised and invested more than $18 million in private 
capital—zero public funding or taxpayer dollars were used.

• Sportime generates approximately 96 jobs annually at the Tennis Center—50% of our staff (excluding 
tennis pros) reside in East Harlem or in the South Bronx.
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SPORTIME TENNIS CENTER AT RANDALL’S ISLAND 
• Through August 2017, Sportime has paid license fees to the City in excess of $9 million, which go 

directly to the upkeep of and programming on Randall’s Island. 

• As a concessionaire, Sportime does not own the Tennis Center; the land, and all improvements that 
were constructed by Sportime, are the property of the City of New York.

• Sportime operates the Tennis Center pursuant to a 20-year concession agreement; all operating 
expenses, including maintenance and housekeeping, utilities and ongoing capital improvements, are 
borne 100% by Sportime.

• To date, Sportime has provided over 15,000 hours of free, group tennis instruction, valued at more than 
$1 million, scholarships valued at almost $5 million, plus free tennis lessons for community children 
participating in the Randall’s Island Park Alliance summer camp.
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EXPANSION PROPOSAL
Due to robust user demand, the success of Sportime’s John McEnroe Tennis Academy, and Sportime’s 
unprecedented commitment to providing free tennis programming to the communities surrounding 
Randall’s Island, Sportime has been exploring options to expand the Tennis Center. Our expansion proposal 
includes: 

• $20 million of additional capital improvements to the existing Sportime tennis facility, funded 100% by
Sportime, including 10 new courts for a total of 30 courts, and additional on/offsite improvements, 
outlined below; zero public funding or taxpayer dollars will be used.

• $1.5 million in improvements to community parks and youth play areas in East Harlem.

• Nighttime lighting of two Randall’s Island ball fields (#20 and #21), a $750,000+ improvement, adding 
nearly 2,000 hours per year of evening field time from dusk until 11pm daily (7 days a week) and 
expanding access for local athletes and working families.

• New, U10 Learning Courts constructed at the Tennis Center for public-only use.

• Free youth programming to be increased from 2,500 hours a year to 6,000 hours a year.

• Tennis scholarships awarded to local students from the communities neighboring Randall’s Island to be 
increased.

• Nighttime court usage for NYC Parks permit holders, expanding access during the after-work hours from 
7pm – 11pm.

Sportime’s proposal includes incorporating all proposed public benefits into an amended concession 
agreement, making those benefits/amenities legally binding, in contrast to a standard MOU.
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AERIAL VIEW – TENNIS CENTER
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SITE PLAN 8



• 6 hard-surface courts within a metal building with a 45’ high pitched roof.

• 120’-wide translucent sky walls located on east and west facades and centrally placed on the north 
façade of the metal building to allow abundant natural light into the building while providing a viewing 
experience from outside.

• Ancillary building provides multi-level viewing of indoor and outdoor courts for visitors.

• New one-story connector provides seamless interior circulation to all courts within the entire facility. 

• 4 clay-surface courts added to existing clay courts.

9BIRD’S EYE-VIEW: WARM WEATHER



1

2

10

(Bubbles enclosing courts in cold weather)

BIRD’S EYE-VIEW: COLD WEATHER



ALTERATION OF EXISTING FACILITY WITH PUBLIC AMENITIES
• Additional, more visible public entrance to the facility from the plaza and the surrounding parkland on 

Sunken Meadow.

• Current bleacher seating to be replaced with expanded second floor visitor amenities, including more 
court viewing and visitor spaces. Relocation of 400+ permanent bleacher seats to north side of existing 
exhibition court.

• Existing public restrooms and outdoor food concession are preserved.

• Existing public plaza is unchanged.
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U10 LEARNING COURTS
• Dedicated, U10 outdoor tennis Learning Courts for players ten years of age and under, and for seniors 

new to the game or with limited mobility.

• Smaller 36’ and 60’ courts, lower nets, and low-compression balls will facilitate optimal learning for U10 
players based on stages of physical development. Sportime to provide equipment for player use at no 
cost.

• Non-revenue generating public amenity for parkgoers, local families and seniors, free of charge.
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YOUTH AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMMING

VIDEO

https://vimeo.com/191060037


Sportime Randall’s Island and JMTA provide free, high-quality instructional tennis 
programs for students attending schools and community based organizations in the 
communities surrounding Randall’s Island, with a primary focus on East Harlem and the 
South Bronx. 

• In the current 2017/2018 academic year, Sportime is sponsoring free tennis programs for 460+ 
local kids who play weekly at Sportime Randall’s Island.

• 12 partner schools: P.S. 112, P.S. 88, P.S. 50, P.S. 35, M.S. 224, M.S. 22, Our Lady Queen of 
Angels, Central Park East II, Fannie Lou Hamer Freedom High School, Bronx Studio School for 
Writers and Artists, International Community High School and the Alternative Learning Center 
(ALC).

• The program includes up to 34 free weekly 
tennis sessions held throughout the school 
year, for 50-90 children per day, who are 
transported to the Tennis Center; students 
receive school gym credit when feasible.

• Over 4,700 local youth participants since 2012.

• Our school-based and CBO-based programs 
provide the same world-class tennis instructors, 
curricula and infrastructure offered to all 
Sportime/JMTA players. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND ADVANCED DEVELOPMENT
Sportime’s Advanced Training and College Pathway Scholarship Program provides opportunities for success 
through competitive tennis, leading to college scholarships, jobs within the industry, and, for a few, 
professional tennis careers. Scholarships are awarded using criteria such as tennis aptitude, commitment 
and work ethic, and tennis skills development. The mission of the Advanced Training program is to develop 
local youth from New York City who, in many cases, may not otherwise have the resources to access the 
sport. 

• Launched in 2010, scholarships cover training, equipment and transportation.

• Annual open tryouts promoted locally – most recent, August 22nd at Frederick Johnson Playground.

• The Sportime Excellence Scholarship Program connects school and community-based programs to U-10 
and Academy scholarship opportunities.

• In 2017: 51 scholarships citywide - 26 students live and/or attend school in East Harlem and the South 
Bronx.
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• Since summer 2012, Sportime has participated dozens of outdoor community events, co-
sponsoring and providing free tennis programming in East Harlem and the South Bronx. These 
events have included the District 4 Health Fair, the Annual East Harlem Youth Fair, Union 
Settlement Association Ethnic Festival, Harlem Week and others.

• In 2014, in partnership with Union Settlement Association and the Manhattan District Attorney’s 
Office (DA), and in conjunction with the DA’s successful “Saturday Night Lights” program, 
Sportime launched a program for middle school students through which it provided free, 
instructional programs on Friday and Saturday nights throughout the academic year. 

COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY
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Significant enhancement in community programming during Sportime’s first year of 
expanded operations:

• Increase in free school and CBO-sponsored tennis instruction—to over 6,000 hours per year. This 
represents more than double the number of hours Sportime currently provides and will allow more 
than 1,300 local youth to learn tennis each year. New partner schools will be East Harlem-based.

• Increased bus transportation for partner schools to Randall’s Island Tennis Center to access weekly free 
group tennis instruction.

• Increased number of scholarships for local students, with special emphasis on communities neighboring 
Randall’s Island.

• Expanded offsite, free tennis 
instruction at local schools and 
CBOs.

• 50 percent of new courts 
designated for NYC Parks Permit 
holders during outdoor season; 
thousands of hours of additional 
court time, including evening/
after work, for tennis enthusiasts 
across NYC.
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