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January 18, 2022

Deborah Maher
President
Randall’s Island Park Alliance
24 West 61st Street, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10023

Re: Expanded Randall’s Island Nature Center

Dear Ms. Maher,

Community Board 11 supports the Randall’s Island Park Alliance’s proposed Expanded Randall’s Island
Nature Center as presented to our Environment, Open Space & Parks Committee on December 2, 2022.

The proposed Randall’s Island Park Nature Center will take advantage of an existing building at Randall’s
Island Park and will serve as a central meeting site for RIPA’s educational programs, teacher training,
citizen science, research activities, volunteer events, and public events. Located along the Park’s main
Central Road and adjacent to the tidal Little Hell Gate Inlet Salt Marsh and Freshwater Wetlands the
proposed Center will be accessed via a welcoming, sheltered public bus stop, alongside which RIPA
maintains a vibrant, signed wildflower meadow. Further, the Center building sits directly beside the Hell
Gate Pathway, which provides a visible, sheltered, dedicated bicycle and pedestrian route along the
Park’s north-south axis under the scenic arches of the railroad trestle – and the final phase is opening in
spring 2020. The site is ideal for access and interaction by local visitors.

The new Center will foster the ongoing, successful, and growing free environmental programs currently
funded and hosted by RIPA, including the Waterfront Stewardship Program and Edible Education at the
Park’s Urban Farm. The Waterfront Stewardship Program covers an on-site Manager and staff to
maintain and monitor the sites, guide volunteer and service-learning projects, and conduct educational
programs, teacher training and public events. The new Center will also house RIPA’s Urban Farmer and
crew, within a short stroll of the Park's one-acre Urban Farm, where RIPA hosts public events, weekend
exploration days, and Edible Education programming. As an environmentally sustainable garden and
outdoor classroom, the Farm offers visitors from surrounding neighborhoods the chance to experience
and learn from agriculture in an urban setting. The Farmer and crew offer hands-on exploration of how
choices about food affect our health, our environment, and our shared communities.

Finally, the Center will lend visibility and support to RIPA’s comprehensive and diverse public
programming. Each year, over 200 free, public drop-in events offer the Park’s neighbors direct
interaction with and learning from the Island’s natural environment. These include guided tours of its
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wetlands, waterfront, gardens, and farm, as well as the Cherry Blossom Festival, Waterfront Festival,
Harvest Festival and Get Hooked! catch-and-release fishing event.

All of RIPA’s environmental efforts – educational programs, volunteer programs, and public tours and
events – are currently run out of the Park’s Icahn Stadium track and field facility. A dedicated Nature
Center will support RIPA’s substantial and ongoing environmental programs, and provide a visible,
accessible, welcoming and appropriate site for local interaction with the Island’s remarkable natural
resources.

Community Board 11 enthusiastically supports the Expanded Randall’s Island Park Nature Center and
looks forward to this vision coming to fruition.

If you have any questions, please contact Angel Mescain, District Manager at amescain@cb11m.org or
212-831-8929.

Sincerely,

Xavier A. Santiago
Chair

cc: Hon. Mark D. Levine, Manhattan Borough President
Hon. Diana Ayala, New York City Council
Hon. Jose M. Serrano, New York State Senate
Anne Wilson, Randall’s Island Park Alliance
Jessica Elliott, Community Board 11
Giselle Malave, Community Board 11
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